COVENANT OF LIFE AND PEACE

Covenant simply means agreement or contract between God and men, men and men or nation and nations. Covenant making is one of the ways God deals with his own people. That is why we have many kinds of covenants in the Bible. Some are seasonal, some dispensational while some are everlasting. God is known as a keeper of covenants which He entered into with individuals, families or nations. “For the mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed; but my kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall my covenant of peace be removed; says the Lord who hath mercy on you.” Isa. 54:10.
Our God is God indeed and there is no controversy about it! He is a faithful God and also a keeper of covenants. As a result, he shows mercy and love towards those whom he has covenants with; who also obey him. Entering and remaining in covenant with God require believing God and resting also on his Word by obedience and equally patiently expecting the actualization of the covenant statements.

“Know therefore that the Lord thy God, he is God, the faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love him and keep his commandments to a thousand generations.” Deut. 7:9

Every covenant requires a covenant statement and stronger covenants includes tokens of covenant while making them.

COVENANT STATEMENTS:

Covenant statements are the terms of agreement or contract you entered into. It is what the covenant is all about. It contains what God will do or what you want God to do if you are initiating the covenant.

That is why in our Covenant Service, you are required to list or write out things you want God to do for you within the year. You may include time, dates or period within the year you want each to be fulfilled, if they are many. You must make your covenant statements in two copies. While you submit a copy to God during the service, you keep the other copy.

The copy you will keep will enable you to tick those things fulfilled in the statement while you give God thanks and also testify as each is fulfilled.

TOKEN OF COVENANT:
The token of covenant is included in stronger covenants. What makes a covenant stronger is dependent on the weight of things felt by the initiator that necessitated the covenant.

Covenant tokens are precious and costly things given out by the initiators of such covenants. Covenant tokens serve as memorials to the receiver which keeps him or her in constant remembrance of the covenant.

God used it as revealed in some portions of the Scripture when he entered into covenants with people like Noah in Gen. 9:17 and Abraham in Gen. 17:11 etc. “And the bow (rainbow) shall be in the cloud, and I will look upon it that I may remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is upon the earth. And God said unto Noah, this is the token of the covenant which I have established between me and all flesh that is upon the earth.” Gen. 9:16-17.

Jonathan used it when he initiated a covenant with David. He gave David a token of covenant which consisted of his princely robe, garments etc. “Then Jonathan and David made a covenant because he loved him as his own soul. And Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that was upon him, and gave it to David, and his garments, even to his sword and to his bow and to his girdle.” 1Sam. 18:3-4

Now, to enter into this kind of covenant, you are required to pray and ask God what you can use as a token of covenant. Your token of covenant must be a thing that costs you something. It should be something you give out which will always be in your mind as a memorial.

This could be cash, cheque or items of great value which will accompany your covenant statement. Remember you are giving this to God with whom you entered into the covenant and it shall be a memorial unto him. The token of covenant is always before him not that he will forget but it also serves as a contact.

Since 1995 when God revealed this covenant service to me, many members and non members of our church have benefited immensely. Just like anything that comes from him, there `has been unprecedented out-pouring of God’s blessings lavished on his people, solutions to problems and upliftments of participants. Testimonies abound every year on the outcome of participating in the covenant service.

There have been healings, peace in times of crisis, pregnances and safety in child-bearing, job appointments, contract awards, promotions, academic excellence, breakthroughs and break-forths, salvation, deliverances etc.

I strongly believe this year’s Covenant Service is going to be the greatest. So get yourself prepared by listing out your covenant statements and also prayerfully decide on what would be your covenant token.

You can attend the service at Praise Centre Church Int’l, 117D Wetheral Road near Dan Anyiam Stadium Owerri Imo State. First service is at 6.30am and second service is at 9.30am. The date is Sunday 22nd January, 2012.
If you cannot attend, you can send your covenant statement to us by e-mail to bishopstafford@yahoo.com and tokens that are cash can be paid to this account, Zenith Bank Plc. Praise Centre Ministries – 6014904021. And items could be sent to Praise Centre Church Int’l 117D Wetheral Road Adjacent Dan Anyiam Stadium Owerri Imo State, Nigeria.  

